
GOVERNMENT OF ARUNACHAL PRADESH 
DEPARTMENT OF PLANNING 

ITANAGAR 
 

Minutes of the meeting of District Planning Officers with Development 
Commissioner & Commissioner (Finance), Secretary (Planning) and 
other Senior Officers of Planning Department on 6th September, 2009 at 
Itanagar. 
 
 Shri V.K. Dev, Development Commissioner & Commissioner 
(Finance) took a meeting on 6th September, 2009 at 1100 hrs. with the 
Secretary ( Planning), Director (Planning), Director ( State Plan), District 
Planning Officers and other  officers of the Planning department in the 
conference hall of Planning department to review various plan/programmes 
being implemented in the districts, viz., Prime Minister’s Package, NEC, 
NLCPR, BADP etc. 
 

2. The list of participants is appended as Annexure “A”.  
 

3. While welcoming Shri V.K. Dev, Development Commissioner, 
Secretary(Planning), District Planning Officers and other officers of 
Planning department, Shri Millo Bida, Director(Planning) thanked all 
District Planning Officers to attend the meeting within a short notice as well 
as despite being the holiday. He, on behalf of Planning Department, 
wholeheartedly expressed gratitude and gratefulness to both the 
Development Commissioner and the Secretary (Planning) for their 
unrelenting and persistent efforts for up-gradation of pay of District Planning 
Officers at par with their counterparts. As an accolade to their unflagging 
support and sympathy, all officers of Planning Department should leave no 
stone unturned to translate the development vision of the Development 
Commissioner and the Secretary (Planning) into reality, he added.    
 

4.  The Secretary (Planning) in his address accredited the magnanimity 
and zeal of the Development Commissioner, who has been affectionately 
attached to the Planning department, for fulfilling the long felt demand of 
up-gradation of pay of the District Planning Officers. He also expressed 
sincere thanks to Shri Amit Singla, Joint Secretary (Finance) in absentia for 
his unequivocal support for the wellbeing of the District Planning Officers. 
He was of the opinion that the administratively the District Planning Officers 
are very much attached to the Deputy Commissioners in the districts and as 
such they are the kingpin so far as plan formulation, implementation and 
monitoring of plan/programmes at the district level is concerned. All district 
planning units, headed by the District Planning Officers, are the nerve 
centres for planning in the grass roots level and hence require strengthening 
as these planning units are virtually officer oriented offices. Highlighting the 
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achievements of Planning Department in the last couple of years in the 
district level, the Secretary (Planning) informed that the department has been 
strengthened by creating a few new posts and filling up of vacant posts 
recently. New vehicles have been procured to facilitate smooth movement of 
all District Planning Officers to undertake physical monitoring of projects. 
Other logistic supports like computers and laptops have also already been 
provided to them. Phase-wise construction of residential quarters for District 
Planning Officers has been taken up. A new office building for the directors 
including conference hall has already been completed. He clarified that the 
basic purpose of embarking upon such initiatives is to boost the morale of 
the officers of Planning Department so that they can deliver and discharge 
their duties and responsibilities more efficiently and competently. He further 
added that the State Government awarded Gold Medal to Shri C.L. 
Tungkhang, Director (State Plan) on 60th Republic Day in recognition of his 
committed and commendable services, which is a matter of pride and 
appreciation for the Planning department. He also complimented Shri M. 
Babung, Research Officer, Kurung Kumey district for his excellent job in 
preparation of maps under BADP and requested him to brief all District 
Planning Officers on this.   

 

In course of his deliberations he recommended the following: 
 

 

(a) Department of Planning is to play a crucial role in terms of 
vertical and horizontal coordination with nodal Ministries of 
Government of India and various departments of the State 
Government in implementation of multifarious plan/ 
programmes as well as to embark on review and monitoring 
their performances. Therefore, all officers of the department 
must gear up to meet the challenges ahead.    

(b) The institution of District Level Monitoring Committees needs 
to be taken very seriously. As a Member-Secretary of the 
committee, each District Planning Officers should ensure that 
such meeting is held in every month or at least once in two 
months.  

(c) As per decision of the Conference of Deputy Commissioners, 
Engineers and District Planning Officers held on 1st May, 2009, 
each district was supposed to have a separate icon called “PM’s 
PACKAGE” on their websites for hosting of all detailed 
information pertaining to Prime Minister’s Package. Only Tirap 
district has complied these instructions. Other District Planning 
Officers should also follow the suit.   

(d) The dates of visit of NABCONS officials should be intimated to 
Planning department along with details of the projects visited. 
All District Planning Officers should work as local coordinator 
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for the visit of NABCONS officials and they should facilitate 
movement for field visits and arrange meeting with the Deputy 
Commissioners. 

(e) As far as possible, each District Planning Officer or at least 
Senior Research Assistant/Research Assistant should 
accompany the officials of NABCONS during their inspection 
to various project sites. 

(f) Monitoring of the projects under ACA for reconstruction of 
damaged infrastructure by floods and natural calamities-2005 
needs special improvement. 

(g) Continuous feedback on various plan/programmes from the 
District Planning units is utmost necessary. Regular flow of 
information to Headquarters on monitoring of NEC, NLCPR 
and RIDF projects implemented in the districts needs to be 
ensured. 

(h) In the analogy of Prime Minister’s Package, Third Party 
Monitoring of projects under normal Special Plan Assistance 
and Border Area Development Programme will be introduced 
during current year with the concept of “Social Audit” to assess 
the impact of projects in the socio-economic life of the 
localities. Therefore, all District Planning Officers should 
embark on preparatory exercise in this regard. 

(i) Qualitative information is the soul of any monitoring 
mechanism. As such, optimum utilization of available 
technology and tools will help creation of data base in each 
district and all data base should be streamlined and improvised 
through Management Information System (MIS). 

(j) Inordinate and undue delay in submission of reports and returns 
from the districts sometime put the State Government in 
embarrassing situation at the Government of India level. 
Therefore, concerted efforts are necessary for minimization of 
time lag in submission of required information to the 
Government of India. 

 

5. Acknowledging the sincere gratitude expressed by the officers of 
Planning department for achieving the long-felt demand of upgradation of 
pay of District Planning Officers, the Development Commissioner 
emphatically stated that no special attribution is necessary for him as it has 
been his earnest endeavour to give justice and to eliminate the sense of 
inequalities and deprivations amongst the District Planning Officers in terms 
of pay parity and authority. He, however, advised all the District Planning 
Officers that there is no room for either complacency or contentment and 
they should strive hard to shoulder more responsibilities that may assign to 
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them. He was happy to note that unlike other States, the Planning department 
has recently assumed as a vital and crucial department and it is expected to 
act upon as “eyes and ears’ of the State Government.  

 

He made following recommendations in course of his deliberations: 
 

(a) District Planning Officers have to play a pivotal role in 
the districts in close coordination with their respective 
Deputy Commissioners. Therefore, they should have 
clear perceptions of objectives and strategies of long 
drawn process of planning. 

(b) Greater responsibility as well as accountability lies with 
the District Planning Officers for judicious utilization of 
developmental funds at district level. The scarce 
resources must be utilized in a cost effective and optimal 
manner within the stipulated time horizon. A constant 
watch on the implementation schedule and to take timely 
corrective measures so as to avoid cost and time overruns 
will be a corner stone of effective monitoring mechanism. 

(c) The institutionalized “Third Party Monitor” is a path 
breaking and innovative process in the history of 
economic planning in Arunachal Pradesh. It is necessary 
that the District Level Monitoring Committees are held 
once in a month with active participation of the District 
Planning Officers. Persistent persuasion with the 
respective Deputy Commissioners for timely holding of 
such meeting will realize the envisioned objectives and 
goals of District Level Monitoring Committees. 

(d) No site inspection will be complete without involving 
officers of Planning department who can provide primary 
data. District Planning Officers will be able to provide 
first hand knowledge about the physical and financial 
progress of any project. Glaring irregularities in 
implementation of projects should be brought to the 
notice of the Government and such reports will be 
actionable.  

(e) The Management Information System (MIS) at the State 
and district levels should be streamlined and 
strengthened.  

(f) Planning department shall continue to provide necessary 
logistic support to the District Planning Officers to 
discharge their duties effectively, efficiently and 
authoritatively.  
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6. In course of interactions, some pertinent issues were raised and 
constructive suggestions were put forwarded by the Development 
Commissioner, Secretary (Planning), District Planning Officers and other 
officers of Planning Department. Thereafter, following decisions were taken:   
 
 

 

(a) All District Planning Officers shall adhere to time schedule for 
submission of proposals as well as reports and returns with 
relevant details to the headquarters.  

(b) For collection of data and transmission VSATs will be installed 
in each District Planning Unit.  

(c) All District Planning units will be equipped with digital cameras 
for monitoring purpose. 

(d) “B’ Category delegation of financial powers will be delegated 
to District Planning Officers to enable them to defray 
expenditure on salary component etc. 

(e) Use of mobile phones as well as land-line telephones within the 
existing ceiling will be allowed to each District Planning 
Officer. 

(f) Necessary arrangement may be made for engagement of 
Computer operators for data entry on short term basis, if 
required. 

(g) Strengthening of District Planning Units, creation of separate 
division for monitoring and evaluation and PPP as well as 
training of District Planning Officers in IIM and other reputed 
training institutes of the country will be some of the prime 
future agenda of Planning department. 

(h) Within one month District Planning Officers should ensure that 
the entire database pertaining to Prime Minister’s Package, 
ACA for reconstruction damaged infrastructure by floods and 
natural calamities-2005, BADP, reports of District Level 
Monitoring Committees etc. are hosted on their respective 
websites without fail. The target date for completion of this 
exercise is 30th October, 2009. 

(i) The database given to each District Planning Officer during the 
Conference of Deputy Commissioners, Engineers and District 
Planning Officers held on first May, 2009 should be updated by 
every District Planning Officer once in every month. 

(j) District Planning Officers should ensure that District Level 
Monitoring Committee meetings are held regularly, preferably 
once in every month. The meetings should not be as mere 
formality. During every meeting detailed scrutiny of each and 
every project should be carried out.  
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(k) Overall reaction time of all District Planning Officers should 
improve significantly as far as submission of various reports 
and utilization certificates is concern. 

(l) All District Planning Officers should make fullest use of 
internet to communicate with the Directorate. 

 
7. The meeting ended with a vote of thanks to the chair by Shri Vijoy 
Sonam, Deputy Director (Planning). 
 
               Sd/- 
 

              P. S. Lokhande 
            Secretary (Planning) 
 
Memo.No.PD/MPD/BADP-3/2009-10   Dated Itanagar, the 11th Sept, 2009.  
 

Copy to: 
 

1. PPS to Hon’ble Chief Minister, Government of Arunachal 
Pradesh, Itanagar. 

2. PS to Chief Secretary, Government of Arunachal Pradesh, 
Itanagar. 

3. SPA to Development Commissioner & Commissioner (Finance), 
Government of Arunachal Pradesh, Itanagar. 

4. Joint Secretary (Finance), Government of Arunachal Pradesh, 
Itanagar. 

5. All Deputy Commissioners, Arunachal Pradesh. 
6. All District Planning Officers, Arunachal Pradesh. 

 
        Sd/- 

                  P. S. Lokhande 
            Secretary (Planning) 

 
 
 

         
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 7

 
 
 
 

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  
FFOOUURRTTHH  CCOONNFFEERREENNCCEE  OOFF  OOFFFFII CCEERRSS  OOFF  PPLL AANNNNII NNGG  DDEEPPAARRTTMM EENNTT  

((  66TTHH  SSEEPPTTEEMM BBEERR,,  22000099,,  II TTAANNAAGGAARR  ))  
  

11sstt  RRooww  ((ssii ttttiinngg  LL--RR))          ::MM..  KKaarrggaa,,  VV..  SSoonnaamm,,  TT..  MMiibbaanngg,,  OO..  TTaayyeenngg,,  SS..  TTiimmbbaa,,    
MM..  BBaabbuunngg  aanndd  TT..  CChhuukkuu..  

  

22nndd  RRooww  ((ssttaannddiinngg  LL--RR))::  JJ..  DDiiyyuumm,,  SS..KK..  PPuukkhhaann  PP..  DDeeyy,,  DD..  RRiibbaa,,  PP..  MMiisshhrraa,,  LL..RR..  
RRooyy,,  CC..LL..  TTuunnggkkhhaanngg,,  BB..  PPuurrkkaayyaasstthhaa,,  SS..KK..  SShhaarrmmaa,,  MM..  EEsssshhii ,,  PP..KK..  RRaajjkkhhoowwaa,,  SS..  
CChheetttteerrjjeeee,,  MM..  BBiiddaa,,  GG..KK..  DDeevv,,  MMss  LL..  CChhaayyuu,,  MMss  MM..  RRiibbaa,,  AA..  KKhhuunndduu,,  MMss  KK,,  BBaamm,,  MM..  
PPuussssaanngg  aanndd  MMss  PP..  BBoorriinngg..  
 

DDEEPPAARRTTMM EENNTT  OOFF  PPLL AANNNNII NNGG  
GGOOVVEERRNNMM EENNTT  OOFF  AARRUUNNAACCHHAALL   PPRRAADDEESSHH  


